CHURCH CONSTITUTION
of

TRINITY FREE CHURCH
Trinity Road, Mistley,
Manningtree

Introduction

The main purpose for which this congtitution has been drawn upis asfollows:-

To set out our beliefs founded upon the Sripture with regard to the faith and order of
the locd church known as Trinity FreeChurch, Trinity Road, Mistley, Manningtreg
with the stated provision hat because Sriptureis our only authority thenconstant
examination of the Church's beliefs and pradicesleavesit open to reform in thelight of
that Word.

FAITH

The minimum basis of faith to which al members of Trinity FreeChurch, Trinity Road,
Mistley, Manningtreg are required to give unreserved assent is as follows:-

a) The full inspiration of the Holy Scriptures; their authority and sufficiency as not only
containing, but being in themselves the Word of God. the reliability of the New
Testament in itstestimony to the characteand authorship of the Old Testament and
the need of the teading of the Holy Spirit to a true and spiritud understanding of the
whole.

b) The unity of the Godhead and the divine co-equdity of the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit; the Sovereignty of God in Creaion, Providence and Redemption.

¢) Thetotal depravity of human reture in consequence of the fall, and the necessty for
regeneration.

d) Thetrue and proper Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; Hisvirgin birth; Hisred and
perfed manhood; the authority of His teaching, and theinfallibili ty of all His
utterances; Hiswork of atonement for sinners of mankind by His substitutionary
sufferings and death; Hisbodily resurredion and His agenson into Heaven | and His
present priestly intercesson for His people at theright hand of the Father.

e) Thejustification of the sinner solely by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

f) The necessty of the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, conversion, and
sanctification: also in ministry and worship.

g) The universal Church, the body of which Christ isthe Head, embradng all the
redeemed, cdled by God through the Gospel, born of the Spirit and justified by faith,
the locd church comprising such believers as the expresson of the universd Church;
and fellowship between such churches, manifesting the unity of the body of Christ.

h) The ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper as being instituted by our Lord
Jesus Christ, but not in Baptism as conveying regenerating grace nor in the Lord's
Supper as being asaaificefor sin, or involving any change in the substance of the
bread and wine.

1) The personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory.

J) Theresurredion of the body; the judgment of the world by our Lord Jesus Chrigt,
with the etrnal Hessdnessor the righteous and the éemal punisiment of the wicked.



Doctrinal Position

The Doctrinal position of this church isthat which is generally known as 'Reformed'
being set forth in such confessons as The Westminster Confesgon' and the '‘Baptist
Confesson of 1689.

Whilst we welcome and desire fell owship and co-operation with other Evargelicd
Churches, we repudate and rejed theright of anyextemd body or committeeto
govern this Church diredly or remotely. Accordingly, this church sl not enter into
any denomination or union which involves the lossof itsindependence and right of sdf
government.

All those calkd of God and acceted by the manbership to hold any officesin the
church shall be required to hold to the stated doctrind position.

The Sacraments

The Lord Jesus Christ while on eath instituted two saaaments, Baptism and the
Lord's Supper (Matt. 28v.19-20, Matt. 26v.26-27).

1) Baptism shall be administered by an Elder to Believersin the nane of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost, upon open confesson of repentanceandfaith in the Lord
Jesus Christ (Matt. 28v.19-20, Acts2 v.38& 41).

2) The communion of the Lord's Supper shdl be observed by thechurch on thefirst
Sunday morning and the Third Sunday evening of ead month and all those who love
the Lord Jesus Christ will be invited to take part in the sacament, suitable Scriptural
warnings being given to those who are tin unbelief.

CHURCH ORDER
M embership

1) Acceptanceinto the membership of the churchis particularly the responsihility of
the Eldership urder God.

2) The Eldership will admit to the menbership only those who:-

i) Professhoth repentanceof sin and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 10 v.32,
Acts2v.38& 41, Rom. 10v.9).

i) Give evidercein theirlife that their confesson isa work of God's grace(John 3
v.21land James1v.26 & 27).

i) Have been baptised in obedienceto the command of the Lord JesusMatt. 28v.19-
20). (In exceptional circumstances believers holding the Paedo-baptist position out of
agood consciencewill be accetedinto membership with the agreanent of the
Eldership).

Iv) Accept without reserve the basis of faith agreed upon.

3) Application for Church membership should be made to the Church Officers Who
will i nterview the applicant, and if the apgicant is considered suitalde, his’hername
shall be put forward for approval at the next Church Meding.

3a) Transfer of Membership. Applicaionsfor transfer of membership from other
Evangelicd Churcheswill be subjed to the sane procedure with consgderation given
to aletter of recommendation from the appli cants previous minister.

4) Once acceted into maembership the manber will be subjec toall the privil eges,
responsihili ties and disciplines of thelocal church asseen in the revelation or Saipture.
5) Deprivation of membership is an undesirable and extreme neasure which gl only
be agreed to whenadmonition, exhortation and advicefrom the Elders and thechurch



has been totally reeded by the member and only when agreed by the unanimous
deasion of the church council (Matt. 18v.1522 Gd. 6v.l & 2, Titus3v.10-11).

6) The church diouldin dl but exceptional arcumstances beinformed of any offence
caused against thechurch by arebelli ous menmber and cdl ed upon to pray for the
repentance and restoration of that member (2 Cor. 2 v.5-11).

6) (ii) If any Church Menber shall abent themselves from the public means of Grace
for six conseautive months, they shall be communicated with endif there beno
reasonable excuse,and should they continue to absentthemeglveswithout good caug
for twelve conseautive months, the Church sal require them to relinquish heir
membership, in aspirit of love, making every allowancefor the circumstancesand
seeking the Spiritual Welfare of the Member and with particular refererce to
paragraphs 5 and 6 above.

7) Asociate membership shall be open to any who desire to be attacked to thechurch
yet are unable because of occupation or duty etc. to fulfil the full requirements of
membership e.g. students at university or missonaries on furlough.

Associate membership isonly restricted in that therisno dl owanceto vote & church
medings but attendanceis alowed.

Government

1) The sole Governor of the churchis the Lord Jess Christ as Head of thebody (Eph.
[v.22& 23).

2) Theinfallible means by which He governs His church isthe Word of God i.e. the
Bible (Eph. 2 v.20).

3) Christ'sgovernment in the locd church is exercised through the oversight of Elders
who tead and apply His Word, Bishops, Pastors or teaders acwrding to their
function of officeto which referenceis made (Acts20v.17, 1 Tim. 3v.1-7, Tit. | v.1-
5 1Tim. 5v.17, 1 Thess 5v.12-13, 1 Pet. 5v.1-5, Heb. 13v.17, Acts 14v.23).

4) Elders are asssted by deamns who execise g@rticular pradical carin the
organisation of all affaire that support the miristry of God'sWord (Acts6v.1-6, 1
Tim. 3v.8-13).

5) The Elders and deamns meding together shal be cdl ed 'TheChurch Coundl’, the
chairman being the Pastor. This council shall med at threemonthly intervas and shdl
discussall mattersrelating to the faith and order of the church.

6) Prospedive Church Officer's mug have been in membership for at leagt twelve
months.

7) The number of Elders shal be de¢rmined by:-

a) the men having the Scriptural qualifications of Elders (1 Tim. 3v.1-7, 1 Pet. 5v.2-
5)

b) those having the approva of thechurch membership.

In relation to this office

8) All teating materials used in the church includng li terature must be approved by
the Elders.

9) All spe&kersinvited to addressmedings within the church mustamilarly hawe the
Elders approval.

10) All charges against an Elder shall be made to the chairman or deputy chairman of
the church council and nust be basd on theevidenceof two or threewitnesses (1
Tim. 5v.19). Suitable adion must then be takenimmedately andthe matter swiftly
dedt with in aceordancewith Scriptural principle and procedue.

11) The Eldership shall med regularly for prayer and fellowship.



THE MINISTER OR PASTOR

12) The regular ministry of the Word of God should be committed to an Elder who
shall be full time unlessfinancial consideration absolutely predudeit (1 Tim. 5v.17, 1
Cor. 9v.3-14, Gal. 6 v.6, Rev. | v.20).

13) He shall be known as the Pastor and as such beentitled to ad as chairman toall
medings of the church excepting when his own positionis urderconsderation.

14) The nomination of a Pastor shall be by the Officers, but thecdli ng to the Pastorate
must be by not lessthan 75% of members.

Termination of the Pastor's appointment shall be subjed to threemonths notice On
either side unlessmutually agreed otherwise.

15) The Pastor shall have the right under God to choose dl who shdl pread in hs
absence or otherwise the Eldership shall appoint the preaclers & required.

16) If the Rustorate HIs vacanthe Eldership shall appoint a presiding Bder until
another Pastor is appointed. If thereemno Elders apresiding dea®n will be appointed
confirmed by the church membership.

17) The remuneration and material support of the Pastor shall be determined by the
church council and reviewed at least once a ea (I Tim. 5v.17& 18), (Gal. 6 v.6)
18) The deaons are appointed to officeby the Elders but the right of nomination
belongs to members of the church (Acts6v.1-6).

19) The function of the dea®nsisto release the Elders from administration
responsibili ties, the colledion of money, secretrial dutiesand the cae and
maintenance of property and materials conneaed with the church combined with a
cae for any member in particular need, (Acts 6 v.1-6).

20) The qualificationsfor office ae thecdl of God andthe accetance of this by the
church (1 Tim. 3v.8-13, Acts6v.3).

21) The appointment of dea®nswill come through thechurch meding and re-eledion
will be required after a period of threeyeas.

22) Theremoval of deamns from officewill be the same asfor Elders.

Footnote:

The number of Elders and deamns will be de¢rmined by the reeds of thechurch as it
prospers or otherwise under the hand of God.

CHURCH BUSINESS

23) A church members meding should be held half-yealy whenever possble, at which
the members shall consder together thelife and work of the church.

24) An agenda must be produced if possble two weeks previousto the meding to
alow for prayer and thought concerning the businessto be discussd.

25) Special meetings may bell= by the Eldersif necessary.

26) A church member hasthe right to ask for a meding for any pressng need if having
the support of one-third of the church membership.

27) A short report by the seaetary and the treasurer will be required at members
medings.

28) The procealings of al church medings shdl be confidential and must nd be
discussed with those outside of the church membership, other than matters needing
publicity.

29) All deasionsrelating to church businessand to financewill be the responsibility of
the church council, the manbership being clealy informed on all matters andvoting as
necessry. A quorum being the necessary number required atany meding before
voting takes place(two-thirds membership).



29) (ii) No Church Member will be germitted to vote & any Church Meding unless e
or she shall have attined the aye of Eighteenyeas, and further, shall havecommuned
with the Church at the Lord's Table once atleast duringthe period of six months
precealing such meding.

30) Detailed minutes shdl be kept of the Elders, Dea®ns' ad church medings.

31) Leaers of any sort of church adivity e.g. Sunday Schoal etc. shall be appointed
by the Eldership with the agreenent of thechurch and reportsof theseadivitieswill be
given to the church from ime totime.

Trust Deed

32) Nothing in this church congtitution shall be interpreted so asto conflict in any
particular with any trust deed that may be enteredintoin thefuture with regard to
church premises and property.

Amendments, Additions, and members Notes

Amendment agread 13th November 1980

Page 4. Paragraph 3a

Transfer of Membership. Applicaions for transfer of membership from other
Evangelicd Churcheswill be subjed to the same procedure with consgdetration given
to aletter of recommendation from the appli cants previous mirister.

Amendmentsto Constitution proposed 16th July 1981,pased 14th Jaruary 1982.
Page 4. Paragraph 6 (ii):-

"If any Church Member shall absent themsdvesfrom the public means of Gracefor Sx
conseautive months, they shall be communicated with endif there beno reasonable
excuse, and should they continue to absent themsdves without good casefor twelve
conseautive months, the Church shall require them to relinquish their membership, ina
spirit of love, making every alowancefor the circumstancesand seeking the Spiritud
Welfare of the Member and with particular refererceto paged. Paigraph 5&6.

Page 8 Paragraph 29 (ii)

No Church Member will be permitted to vote atany Church Meding unlesshe or she
shal have atined the gyeof Eighteenyeas, and further, shall have communed with
the Church at the Lord's Table once atleast during the period of Sx months precaling
such meding.

The church'snane to be danged to Trinity FreeChurch with effect from 1st October
2005 voted through at the AGM 13th July 2005.

For clarity, the usage of "Mistley" has been changed to "Mistley, Manningtreé'
everywhereto refled the fad thatthe durch sevesthe entire Manningtreecachmert
area

(Please ask the Church Seaetary or oher members of thechurch council if you reqirean officia copy d the dwrch constitution).



TRINITY FREE CHURCH,
Trinity Road, Mistley, Manningtree

CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP

WASRECEIVED INTO MEMBERSHIP OF THE
TRINITY FREE CHURCH,
Trinity Road, Mistley, Manningtree

on

to become subject to the privileges,
responsibilities, and disciplines of
thelocal Church in Mistley, Manningtr ee, Essex.

" Chrigt loved the Church and gave Himsdlf for it."

MINISELEr oo,



